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[[Translation from German provided by donor.]] 
 
        21. Oct 39 
 
Dear old friend, 
 
 Hearty thanks for your  
letter of the 18th and congratulations  
for the successful operation, which  
of course remains strictly confidential.   
Concerning Scotland I can reassure you,  
inasmuch as I have a letter from Barnes [manager of the Scottish Orchestra],  
with the news that the season has been  
cancelled and all contracts “terminated” [due to the outbreak of World War II on September 1].  
He probably has written to you at the address  
that you gave him, as well as to all the other  
members, and sooner or later you may very well  
get it, but of course the postal communications  
are ridiculously irregular and dragging. But if you wish,  
you can certainly refer to me and tell him that you got  
the news through me, and write him a nice note  
expressing the hope that when a normal season  
recurs you can again participate.   
 
Your limericks are abundantly swinish, but not  
half as swinish as the performance of the  
7th [symphony of] Beethoven which I heard  
here under the direction of my Glasgow  
predecessor [Sir John Barbirolli]. It was  
unbelievably helpless. The orchestra did not take  
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the slightest notice of the conductor.   
Please, this is just between us!   
My life is continuing without any events,  
aside from concert visits and communication  
with old friends. Professionally nothing is happening. 
 
When will we see each other?  I hope  
at the latest in the summer, which we will  
certainly not spend here. Perhaps we  
could see each other somewhere halfway?   
 
Until then we'll remain in vigorous contact together. 
           
   All the best from us both. 
 
   Your old  
    Szell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
